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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claims 22-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. 

There is no disclosure in the application as originally filed that the reference 
holes 10a, 10b are for setting the cartridge in a magnetic tape conveying mechanism as 
recited in claims 22-24. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 

claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 11-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

The language of claim 11, lines 11-12, claim 15, lines 11-12, and claim 19, lines 
6-7 is inaccurate since the reference holes 10a and 10b are disclosed as being in 
surfaces on sides of the cartridge. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 



A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 



Claims 11, 12, 14-19, and 21-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Olsen (U.S. Pat. No. 3,655,145). 

Olsen discloses a magnetic tape cartridge comprising a generally rectangular 
cartridge case in which a single reel wound with a magnetic tape is rotatably housed. A 
drawing-out member 74 is provided at one end of the magnetic tape. A magnetic tape 
drawing-out port 56 is provided on a side surface of the cartridge case at a position 
apart from a corner of said cartridge case. The magnetic tape drawing-out port 56 is 
provided between a position corresponding to a screw hole 32 used for assembling 
upper and lower cases 16, 18 provided in the corner of said cartridge case, and a 
position corresponding to a reference hole 88 provided in the vicinity of a central portion 
of the cartridge case. The magnetic tape is capable of being drawn out of the magnetic 
tape drawing out port by the drawing-out member 74. 

With regard to claims 22-24, the reference hole 88 permits setting of the cartridge 
in a tape conveying mechanism of a drive of a recording/reproducing apparatus. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Claims 13 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Olsen. 

Olsen discloses a magnetic tape cartridge comprising a generally rectangular 
cartridge case in which a single reel wound with a magnetic tape is rotatably housed, 
wherein a magnetic tape drawing-out port 56 is provided on a side surface of the 
cartridge case at a position apart from a corner of said cartridge case. The magnetic 
tape drawing-out port 56 is provided between a position corresponding to a screw hole 
32 used for assembling upper and lower cases 16, 18 provided in the corner of said 
cartridge case, and a position corresponding to a reference hole 88 provided in the 
vicinity of a central portion of the cartridge case. A tape drawing-out member (leader) 

74 is provided on an end of the magnetic tape. 

Olsen does not explicitly state that the central portion of the tape drawing-out port 
is located at a position apart from the corner of said cartridge case by a distance 
equivalent to approximately one quarter of an edge length of the side of the cartridge. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to locate the tape drawing-out port 56 at a position apart from the 
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corner of said cartridge case so that its central portion is approximately one quarter of 
the edge length of the side of the cartridge from the corner since Olsen shows the port 
in that location and it would have been clear that locating the port at that location would 
have been fully capable of operating as desired. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicants' arguments filed 2/7/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicants argue that reference hole 88 in the cartridge of Olsen is in a side 
surface of the cartridge. However, the language of the claims (e.g., claim 11, lines 11- 
12) does not distinguish over the Olsen cartridge since the reference holes 10a, 10b of 
Applicants' cartridge are in a side surface of the cartridge. 

Applicants argue that Olsen does not meet the limitations of claims 14 and 16. 
However, the leader block or drawing-out member 74 in the cartridge of Olsen forms a 
side wall of the cartridge when it is in a state of disuse since the leader block 74 is 
stored with a portion of the leader block located externally of the cartridge as shown in 
Fig. 1 . In this configuration, the leader block 74 forms a wall that covers a portion of a 
wall of the cartridge and closes the tape drawing-out port 56. Drawing-out member 74 
is located in drawing-out port 56, is fitted in the drawing-out port 56 due to the similar 
dimensions of the leader and the opening, and is fixed in drawing-out port 56 due to the 
retention of the end 87 of the drawing-out member in slot 88. It is noted, contrary to 
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Applicants' remarks, that Fig. 2 of Olsen shows 74 with a width slightly smaller than the 
width of the opening 56 and slot 88. 



Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Scott Haugland whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6945. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Kathy Matecki can be reached on (571) 272-6951 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




4/18/06 





WiaiAM A. RIVERA 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




